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SAILING DIRECTIONS CORRECTIONS

PUB 191               9 Ed 2000                      LAST NM 10/01
Page 82—Lines 7 to 22/L; read:
Caen. The port consists of an outer harbor and an Avant-
port. Locks providing entry to Canal de Caen are situated in
the S part of Avant-port. The canal, which is 7.5 miles long,
leads SSW to the port of Caen.

(Fr SD C2.1) 11/01

Page 82—Lines 28 to 56/L; read:
0.0 Depths—Limitations.—An Approach Channel, within
which navigation is controlled, leads S and SW to the
beginning of the entrance channel. This channel, which may
best be seen on the chart, is entered about 8.5 miles NNE of
Ouistreham and has depths in excess of 20m decreasing to
9m.
0.0 A Waiting Area, which may best be seen on the chart, lies
adjacent to the SE side of the SW leg of the Approach
Channel. It has depths of 8.8 to 11m.
0.0 The entrance channel leads from the S end of the
Approach Channel through the coastal bank into the outer
harbor. It has a dredged depth of 7m (1993) over a width of
50m. The inner part of this channel is contained between two
training walls, which cover at HW and extend about 1 mile
seaward.
0.0 The channel leading from the outer harbor through Avant-
port to the locks is dredged to a depth of 3m.
0.0 Canal de Caen.—Two entrance locks provide access to
Canal de Caen. The W lock is open from 3 hours before to 4
hours after HW. It is 225m long and 28.8m wide, with a
depth of 3.25m on the sill.
0.0 The E lock is open from 2 hours before to 3 hours after
HW. It is 181m long and 18m wide, with a depth of 0.2m on
the sill. This lock may be divided into two chambers, 70m
and 90m long.
0.0 The canal runs parallel to the Riviere Orne and extends for
7.5 miles from the locks to Caen. A constant water level is
maintained in the canal and at Caen by means of a dam built
across the Riviere Orne. The canal is dredged to a depth of
2m below chart datum, which provides a fresh water depth of
9.8m.
0.0 The four main docks at Caen are (from N to S) Bassin
d’Herouville, Bassin de Calix, Nouveau Basin, and Bassin
Saint Pierre.
0.0 Four bridges span the canal. Pont de Benouville (Pegasus
Bridge), a swing bridge, is situated 2.4 miles S of the locks
and has a clearance width of 40m.
0.0 Pont de Colombelles Bridge, a swing bridge, is situated
about 0.5 mile N of Bassin d’Herouville and has a clearance
width of 30m.
0.0 Calix Viaduct, a fixed bridge, is situated between Basin de
Calix and Nouveau Basin. It has a vertical clearance of 33m.
0.0 Pont de la Fonderie, a swing bridge, is situated at the
entrance to Bassin Saint Pierre and has clearance width of
12m.
0.0 Vessel dimensions, with fresh water (FW) drafts,
permitted in the canal are, as follows:

1. Between the locks and Bassin d’Herouville:

a. By day, vessels up to 205m in length, 23.5
beam, and 8.4m draft. Vessels less than 172m in len
and 22m beam may transit with drafts up to 8.95m
Vessels proceeding only to Blainville Wharf, inbound o
outbound, may transit with drafts up to 9m dependin
upon the rise of tide in the entrance channel and t
characteristics of the ship.

b. At night, vessels up to 20m beam and 8m dra
Vessels proceeding to Blainville Wharf may transit wit
beams up to 22m.
2. Between Bassin d’Herouville and Bassin de Calix

a. By day, vessels up to 180m in length and 23.5
beam with drafts of 8.2 to 8.6m.

b. At night, vessels up to 150m in length, 20m
beam, and 8m draft.
3. Entering Nouveau Basin:

a. By day, vessels up to 145m in length and 20.5
beam with drafts of 3.8 to 7m.

b. At night, vessels up to 145m in length and 20m
beam with drafts of 3.8 to 6m.

0.0 The maximum drafts for tankers depend upon the size
the vessel and the amount of cargo. Such vessels sho
contact the local authorities before arrival. Other vesse
with drafts over 7.92m should contact the local authoritie
prior to their intended port call to ensure the entr
conditions.
0.0 Berths.—Two ro-ro ferry berths are situated on the W sid
of the outer harbor at Ouistreham, about 0.5 mile N of th
locks. No. 1, the southernmost berth, can handle vessels
to 145m in length and 24m beam. A swinging area, lyin
adjacent to this berth, has a dredged depth of 6m.
0.0 No. 2, the northernmost berth, can handle vessels up
165m in length and 26m beam. A swinging area, lyin
adjacent to this berth, has a dredged depth of 7m.
0.0 An extensive marina, with a depth of 3m, lies close S
the locks at the E side of the canal. A quay, used by dredge
is situated about 0.4 mile S of the locks. It is 200m long an
has a depth of 3.6m alongside. A berth, used by oil tanke
is situated at Maresquier, on the W side of the canal abo
1.5 miles S of the locks. It can handle vessels up to 120m
length and 5.6m draft (FW).
0.0 A berth, 100m long, with a depth of 4.6m alongside an
another berth, 200m long, with a depth of 6m alongside a
situated at Ranville, at the E side of the canal close N of Po
de Benouville (Pegasus Bridge).
0.0 Blainville Wharf is situated on the E side of the cana
about 1.3 miles above Pont de Benouville (Pegasus Bridg
It is 625m long and has a depth of 9m alongside.
0.0 Bassin d’Herouville contains President Delaunay Qua
which is 370m long, and Ponderex Mole, which is 215
long.
0.0 Bassin de Calix contains Quay de Calix, which is 140
long.
0.0 Nouveau Basin contains Quay President Gaston Lam
which is 550m long, and President Hippolyte Quay, which
150m long.
0.0 Bassin Saint Pierre is entered from Nouveau Bass
through a passage 12.3m wide. It has a depth of 4m and
used by pleasure craft up to 50m in length.
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0.0 The port of Caen has facilities for ro-ro, container, general
cargo, bulk, timber, and tanker vessels.
0.0 Aspect.—A main light (Ouistreham) is shown from a
prominent tower, 38m high, standing at the E side of the
locks.
0.0 A lighted range, which may best be seen on the chart,
indicates the entrance channel. Lights and beacons mark the
submerged training walls on either side of the inner part of
the harbor entrance channel.
0.0 A lighted fairway buoy (Ouistreham) is moored about 3
miles N of the entrance to the locks.
0.0 A conspicuous church belfry stands 0.5 mile SW of the
main light and a large prominent water tower is situated 0.5
mile SW of it. Another prominent water tower stands at
Merville-Franceville, about 2 miles E of the main light.
0.0 The buildings fronting the coast at the resort of Riva-Bella,
about 1 mile W of the port entrance, are reported to be
prominent from the seaward approaches.
0.0 Pilotage.—Pilotage is compulsory for the following:

1. All vessels carrying hydrocarbons or dangerous
substances.

2. All vessels over 50m in length between the sea and
the entry locks.

3. All vessels over 65m between the locks and the sea.
4. All vessels over 25m between the locks and Caen.
5. All vessels not equipped with VHF.

0.0 Pilots may be contacted by VHF. They board about 0.5
mile S of the Ouistreham lighted buoy or in the Waiting
Area. Generally, pilots are available from 2 hours 30 minutes
before to 3 hours after HW.
0.0 All vessels should send an ETA and a request for pilotage
at least 24 hours in

(Fr SD C2.1) 11/01

Page 82—Lines 1 to 54/R; strike out.
(NIMA) 11/01

Page 83—Lines 1 to 15/L; strike out.
(NIMA) 11/01

Page 83—Lines 19 to 60/L; read:
in the approaches to Caen-Ouistreham is also within the
Estuary of the Seine. For additional details concerning the
mandatory VTS Identification Zone, see paragraph 5.9.
0.0 Regulations.—Vessels over 1,600 grt and carrying
hydrocarbons or dangerous cargoes should consider the
Navigation Controlled Approach Channel to be a Mandatory
Access Channel. Such vessels must establish contact with
the authorities on VHF channel 68 before entering the
channel and maintain a listening watch on the same
frequency. When in the channel these vessels are deemed to
be restricted in their ability to maneuver and must show the
appropriate lights and shapes.
0.0 All other vessels must contact the authorities on VHF
channel 68 when entering the entrance channel.
0.0 The Waiting Area lying adjacent to the SE side of the SW
leg of the Approach Channel may only be used by vessels
over 1,600 grt and carrying hydrocarbons or dangerous
cargoes. Such vessels anchored in the Waiting Area must

maintain watch on VHF channel 68 and be able to sail on
minutes notice. It is forbidden for these vessels to remain
the Waiting Area during periods of bad weather from NW t
NE. Such vessels should then remain at sea at least 7 m
from the French coast, or seek shelter off Le Havre.
0.0 All navigation in the entrance channel leading to the loc
is prohibited during the arrival or departure of automobi
ro-ro ferry vessels.
0.0 The maximum speed allowed in Canal de Caen is 7 kno
0.0 Vessels transiting the canal must keep a watch on VH
channel 68.
0.0 A distance of 400m must be maintained between vess
transiting the canal. All overtaking is prohibited except in a
emergency.
0.0 Signals.—The opening of bridges in Canal de Caen
indicated by green lights. If the

(Fr SD C2.1; BA NP 27) 11/01

Page 83—Lines 1 to 16/R; strike out.
(NIMA) 11/01

Page 83—Lines 24 to 45/R; read:
affords shelter from winds between SW and SE.

Vessels over 1,600 grt and carrying hydrocarbons
dangerous cargoes must anchor in the Waiting Area.
0.0 Other vessels may anchor in an area, with depths of 5
8m, lying about 0.6 mile NW of No. 1 lighted entrance
channel buoy. The W-SRCO buoy (white and blue)
moored in the vicinity of this anchorage, about 2.5 mile
NNW of the locks.
0.0 Anchorage is prohibited within the Approach Channel an
in the vicinity of the lighted entrance range.
0.0 Directions.—The principal route from the sea to the por
approaches is through Le Parfond (49˚26'N., 0˚15'W.),
comparatively deep bight extending in an ESE directio
toward the Estuary of the Seine.
0.0 In order to avoid the wrecks and obstructions in Rade
Caen, vessels, except those obliged to use the Appro
Channel, should approach on the lighted range leading to
entrance when about 2 miles N of the Ouistreham light
fairway buoy.
0.0 Caution.—Numerous wrecks and obstructions, som
marked by buoys, lie in Rade de Caen and may best be s
on the chart.
0.0 A Spoil Ground (Dumping Ground) Area, the limits o
which may best be seen on the chart, lies centered 3 m
NNE of the locks.
0.0 A restricted area, which may best be seen on the chart,
in the vicinity of a wreck, 2 miles N of the Ouistreham
fairway lighted buoy. Anchoring, fishing, and diving are
prohibited within this area.
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